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documentation for the resource, it is clear that SDI-12,624 is mismapped by the SCIC and is 
actually located north of the current project along the Old Coach Creek Trail (Gallegos and 
Associates 1992).  In contrast, the SCIC maps show another bedrock milling site, CA-SDI-17,929, 
mapped directly adjacent and west of the project.  However, the documentation on file for site 
SDI-17,929 indicates that this site is, in fact, located within the project.  Site SDI-17,929 was 
recorded by Laguna Mountain Environmental, Inc. during a Phase I study of the adjacent parcel 
(Pigniolo and Kwiatkowski 2006).  The site was recorded as a single milling feature containing 
eight milling elements (Pigniolo and Kwiatkowski 2006).  Laguna Mountain Environmental, Inc., 
did not conduct any subsurface testing or evaluate SDI-17,929 for significance (Pigniolo and 
Kwiatkowski 2006).  
 The results of the records search also indicated that 56 previous investigations have been 
conducted within one mile of the project.  Two of the previous investigations are mapped 
overlapping the project parcel (APEC 1981; Hector and Brewster 2002).  However, both previous 
studies are large geographic overviews that do not directly address the subject property.  In 
addition, the previously mentioned 2006 Laguna Mountain Environmental, Inc. study is mapped 
directly adjacent and west of the project (Pigniolo and Kwiatkowski 2006). 

In addition, a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was requested by BFSA from the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to check for the presence of sacred sites or locations of 
religious or ceremonial importance within the vicinity of the project.  The NAHC SLF search did 
not indicate the presence of any sacred sites or locations of religious or ceremonial importance 
within the project (See Confidential Appendix). 
 
V. RESULTS OF THE STUDY 
 
Background Research   

The Rancho Bernardo Community Plan area is situated within the bedrock-laden foothills 
and bluffs overlooking the San Dieguito River and the San Pasqual Valley to the north.  The area 
is considered sensitive for cultural resources, primarily prehistoric sites.  The city of San Diego 
and surrounding areas have yielded substantial evidence of human presence for more than the last 
9,000 years, and the San Dieguito River area and San Pasqual Valley comprised an environment 
rich in varied natural resources that were available throughout most of the year.  The presence of 
fresh water, plant foods, a variety of edible animals, and a supply of tool stone material in the form 
of nodules were important resources in the surrounding area.  Further, over 50 prehistoric resources 
are recorded within one mile of the project.  Many of the prehistoric sites surrounding the property 
are bedrock milling sites as well as habitation and temporary camp sites.  The frequency of 
prehistoric sites in the vicinity, along with the parcel’s proximity to advantageous natural resources 
including bedrock outcrops, edible plants, animal resources, and permanent sources of water, 
indicate the project is likely to contain similar prehistoric sites. 
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Field Reconnaissance 
 On January 3, 2020, BFSA Senior Field Archaeologist Clarence Hoff and field 
archaeologist James Shrieve conducted the field survey under the direction of BFSA Project 
Archaeologist Andrew Garrison, M.A., RPA and Principal Investigator Brian F. Smith, M.A.  
Adison Murillo, a Native American monitor from Jamul, actively participated in the survey.  The 
survey was conducted by walking transects in five-meter intervals across the property.  Survey 
conditions were generally fair with moderate ground visibility across the property.   
 During the survey it was noted that the location of the house pad had been previously 
cleared of vegetation.  In addition to the concrete driveway for the property, a dirt access road was 
also identified, furthering the alignment of the driveway onto the parcel.  It was also noted that a 
soils test trench had been excavated at the end of the dirt road (Plates 2 and 3).  No cultural 
resources were observed in the area to be developed.  However, site SDI-17,929 was relocated 
within the northwestern portion of the project, just inside of the property line.   
 

 
 

Plate 2: Overview of concrete driveway, looking southeast. 
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Site SDI-17,929  
Project Archaeologist Andrew Garrison and Senior Field Archaeologist Clarence Hoff 

revisited the property on January 15, 2020 to formally update the site record for SDI-17,929 
(Figure 5 in the Confidential Appendix), and James Delgadillo, a Native American monitor from 
Jamul, actively participated in the recordation.  Because the resource will not be impacted by the 
current development, the site was not subjected to significance testing or evaluation.  

SDI-17,929 consists of low-lying outcrop situated on a northwest facing slope that is 
covered by sage scrub and grasses and is just east of a ravine (Plate 4 in the Confidential 
Appendix).  When recorded by Laguna Mountain Environmental, Inc., SDI-17,929 was described 
as a single bedrock milling feature (now identified as BMF A) containing eight milling elements.  
Two additional milling features were identified during the current study conducted by BFSA 
(BMFs B and C).  These three bedrock milling features contain 19 milling elements, including 15 
slicks, one basin, one collar, and two mortars (Table 1 below and Plates 5 through 7 in the 
Confidential Appendix).   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Plate 3: Overview of excavated trench, looking east. 












































































